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 Hope everyone is enjoying the       

Summer! The past few months have been 

busy and exciting for the NAA!  We were 

represented at various conferences and 

events. We thank you for making our 

ñStay-at-Homeò benefit event a huge    

success; we hope everyone has watched 

the DVD ñItôs Still Meò and will share it 

with family/friends. Aphasia Awareness 

Month was celebrated across the country with events and     

activities. Congress once again proclaimed June National 

Aphasia Awareness Month and we thank Senator Tim Johnson 

for his support! 
 

The regional Speaking Out! conference was held June 12th in 

Washington, DC and it was a wonderful opportunity for     

education and networking. We have several more regional 

events planned in the future. 
 

As you relax and enjoy the beach, pool and vacations, the NAA 

continues to work on your behalf to raise awareness of aphasia 

and advocate for people with aphasia and their families. We 

need your support and thank you for your generosity and     

efforts! 
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Best regards,  

Barbara C. Martin 

http://www.aphasia.org


2 

National Aphasia Association  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are just a few of the emails we have received about the positive impact of the  

 

 

 

 

Ellayne: 

 

 Also, I wanted you to know that I am now using the EMS and Aphasia DVD for in-services for rural 

area EMS, Police and Fire, and let me tell you, even more interested in it were the nurses who come to 

my in-services!  So were the rehab folks!   

  

So, IF you have a few more that I can carefully place (along with giving them ONE copy of the car 

sticker and the little wallet card, along with the green brochure about NAA, then telling them how to  

contact you for more of them that they can purchase for a small donationé.), I would be very grateful!   

  

Hope all is well ! 

Mary  

Mary Pinzon, RN, CPE, M.Ed.  

Stroke Education Nurse 

James R. Daniel Stroke Center of Oklahoma at INTEGRIS Southwest Medical Center 

4401 S. Western,  Oklahoma City, OK  73109 

 

 

 

We Got Mail!  
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 We Got Mail! - Continued 

Hi Stephen:  

 I have done training for staff who did the quiz on aphasia (about 15 participants). I 

will email you more when we train the stroke support group. The DVD that was sent 

was for first responders and I don't have an opportunity to do this yet. I want to thank 

you for all you do to support        caregivers like us in educating the public on aphasia. 

 We just received our primary stroke certification so we are excited. Thank you. 

Agnes 

Agnes V. Papa, PT 

Director of Rehab 

Bert Fish Medical Center 

401 Palmetto Street 

New Smyrna Beach, Fl 
 

Hi Stephen, 

 I wanted to update you on my efforts in Aphasia Awareness Training. The director 

of the Fulton County (Atlanta) Training Academy for police, firefighters & EMTs has 

agreed to set up the training. I am working on getting approval to be a Georgia POST 

speaker so that the police officers can get continuing education for attending the   

class. We will hold the first class about 2 months from now and will open it to all first 

responders. Additionally, our media relations folks at the hospital I work for will be 

contacting local and regional media about this training which will be great exposure 

for aphasia awareness and the NAA. Everything seems to be falling into place, and I 

am so excited! 
 

 Thanks for your support and for entrusting me to help facilitate the NAA's goal of 

training 1st responders. I am proud to be a part of this effort. 
 

Sincerely, 

Tracey 

Tracey Wallace, MS, CCC-SLP, CBIST 

Speech-Language Pathologist 

Shepherd Center - Shepherd Pathways 

Atlanta, GA 
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Aphasia Awareness Training for Emergency Responders in Rochester, NY 

Written by:  Lindsay Rourke, Graduate Clinician 

 The Aphasia Clinic at Nazareth College, Rochester, NY, was established in 1992, in 

response to a community need for affordable long-term speech-language therapy       

services for individuals with chronic aphasia. Today, speech-language therapy services 

are provided to over 50 clients, some of whom are over 10 years post onset.  

 On April 14th, 2010, four of our clients with aphasia and dysarthria/apraxia              

of speech, presented the First Responderôs Training to the Campus Security and other 

members of the college community. The clients wanted to increase awareness and teach 

people the best ways to communicate with those with communication disorders, when 

encountering them in the community.  

 They spent the semester planning and scripting their presentation. They demon-

strated the use of a variety of strategies while presenting. The clients helped the         

participants understand that they were just like them, before their strokes. They shared 

information about their jobs, their hobbies, and their goals for improving their         

communication in therapy.  

 Following the presentation, the clients each shared that they felt empowered to be 

able to advocate for themselves, and others with communication disorders. The          

audience members left more knowledgeable and deeply touched by the talk. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chuck, Steve and Joe: members of the Aphasia Clinic at Nazareth College 

To learn more about participating in the Aphasia training  

for Emergency Responder Program email  

Stephen Symbolik at symbolik@aphasia.org 

 

mailto:symbolik@aphasia.org
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Aphasia Community Group Celebrates 20th Anniversary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 On Saturday, March 20th, the Aphasia Community Group of Boston celebrated its 20th 

anniversary at Boston University. Founded in March, 1990, the Group meets monthly, 

year round. For its first16 years, the Group met at Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital. In 

the fall of 2006, it relocated to Boston University Sargent College and became part of the 

Aphasia Resource Center there. The Aphasia Resource Center was founded by the Dean 

of Sargent College, Dr. Gloria Waters. 
 

 In addition to the monthly Aphasia community Group, the Center offers up to ten 

small group programs each semester in areas such as Conversation, Book, Film,         

Computer, Writing, Toastmasters, Performing Arts, Cooking, Exercise, Memory, and  

Photography. The groups meet weekly and are facilitated by graduate students and clinical  

supervisors Jerome Kaplan and Elizabeth Hoover. 
 

 Dr. Swathi Kiran is the Aphasia Resource Centerôs research director. Clients            

participate in both core treatment groups and research studies. 

(continued on page 6) 
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(continued from page 5) 

 The Aphasia Community Group was honored by 

the National Aphasia Association in  June, 2004 as 

one of the leading groups of its kind. 
 

 The Aphasia Resource Center hosted the NAAôs 

ñSpeaking Outò National Conference in 2006. Group 

members introduced all presenters at the conference. 

Members have also volunteered at the NAA booth at 

annual ASHA conventions and participated in the 

American Stroke Associationôs ñTrain To End 

Strokeò fundraising marathons in Florida and       

Vermont. 
 

 At the gala reception on March 20th, there were 

special tributes to founding members Barbara and  

Dr. Bill Wymer, Judy and Howard Blatt, and speech-

language pathologist Jerome Kaplan.  
 

 Sadly, Bill Wymer passed away in January. He 

had lived with aphasia for 33 years, having sustained 

a stroke in 1977 at the age of 44. 
 

 The Aphasia Community Group is one of the oldest groups of its kind              

which has operated continuously. It hosts large and small group discussions, guest 

presentations on a variety of subjects including research, wellness, performing arts, 

travel and leisure activities. Each monthly session features socialization, large and 

small group discussions, and special guest presentations. Special events have included  

theatrical performances, film premieres, annual spring picnic and summer ice cream 

social, and public events to raise aphasia awareness. 
 

 

For more information on the Aphasia Research Center and 

the Aphasia Community Group, visit: 

www.BU.edu/Sargent/Centers/Clinical/Aphasia.  

Jerry Kaplan  

http://www.bu.edu/Sargent/Centers/Clinical/Aphasia

