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APHASIA
The National Aphasia Association

aspha-sia (uh-fay'-zhuh) n. An impairment of the ability to use or
comprehend words, usually acquired as a result of a stroke or ofher brain injury

The wonderful news is that the Congress of the Urittedes (both House and
Senate) voted to make June Aphasia Awareness Month. Pleabis usgportunity
o let your friends and loved ones know that, slowly but sumeéyare building a
constituency for people with aphasia and increasing awsseamong the generaj
public of this condition.

We are still seeking someone of renown to become a speison for people
with aphasia. We strongly believe that the most effective person tosdeduld be

omeone whose life has been personally touched by aphasi@sNhat have beer
mentioned as possibilities include Alan Alda, Julie Andrews and DiakCIf you
know of anyone who might be appropriate, and better yet if yoa haway to
each them, please let us know at the NAA, and we willkwvith you to try to
convince them to become the public face of aphasia.

We are happy to report that we are increasing our an&twof State
Representatives so that we can better meet the needssohpevith aphasia and
heir families around the country and in Canada. We teattrease the number
of Aphasia Community Groups as these are a wonderful nes@und a place to
gain support. Please let us know of additional groups in gma or if you are
nterested in starting a group we can assist you.

Have a safe and enjoyable Summer!
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Washington, DC-

On Wednesday, June 27th, the US Senate app
a resolution declaring June 2007 National Aph

Awareness Month. S Res 256, sponsored by Senator

Joseph R. Biden Jr. of Delaware, and cosponsor
Senator Tim Johnson of South Dakota, was pass
unanimous consent. A day later, in the Ho
Congressman Edward J. Markey of Massachu
was the sole sponsor of H Res 523, which also d
unanimously.

Dr. Paul Rao,
member of the National
(NAA) Board and Vice President of Natior
Rehabilitation Hospital, sought and received theAN
Board's endorsement to pursue a resolution in
House and the Senate declaring June 2007 as Af
Awareness Month.

Under the Ilegislative auspices of Sen
Tim Johnson's office, the NAA was able to crali
resolution that describes the cause and effec
aphasia and the need to increase public awarefh
this silent disability.

These Congressional Resolutions are now pa
the Congressional Record and can be use

advocacy tools to increase aphasia aware
throughout the year. The National Apha
Association is indebted to Senators Biden

Speech Language Pathologi
Aphasia Associati
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Bghnson and their legislative staffs and
Bpngressman Markey and his legislative staft
dyringing this resolution to full fruition in Junef
#2907.

€ The NAA encourages everyone to write a lette
the sponsors of the resolution, thanking them
stlevoting their time to this important issue.

i About The National Aphasia Association

The NAA's mission is to educate the public
ow that the word aphasia describes an impair

intellect. The NAA makes people with aphasia, t
families, support systems, and health ¢
Pbrofessionals aware of resources to recover Idks
Ao the extent possible, to compensate for skiltst
®il not be recovered and to minimize t
$Sychosocial impact of the language impairment.

We are pleased to report that this information
BE featured in upcoming issues of The ASHA Lea
®Re American Stroke Association’s magaz

Ne&Kroke Connection” and the National Strg

ur colleagues for including us in their publicaso

STAMP CAMPAIGN CONTINUES

Spread the word about Aphasia!
With enough letters from all 50 states, we can convince

the US Postal Service to issue an aphasia postage stamp.
Go to—http://www.aphasia.org/stampte mplate.htm

Print and send a stamp letter at
http://www.usps.com/communications/organization/csac.htm

RQfthe ability to communicate, not an impairment
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The Aphasia Group at Atlantic Rehabilitation Institute in NJ had a very successful “Tell 10 people about
Aphasia “ Day. They all wore aphasia t-shirts and buttodsd#ésplayed several of the NAA informational

materials. They collected over 50 signatures to supportt#mpSCampaign and sold aphasia wrist bands. The
were interviewed by a reporter for an article in The DRi#cord for Morris County, NJ which appeared in the
paper in early July.

The Adler Aphasia Center in Maywood, NJ had
a successful “Open House” event in June.The thejme
was “Giving Aphasia a Voice In the Community.”
There were activities, opportunities to interact,
information provided as well as entertainment.

The Stroke Education Network of NJ and Kean
University Department of Communication
Disorders and Deafness sponsoratie Fifth annual
conference on Living with Aphasia. Speakers
included Mike and Elaine Adler, Karen Tucker,
Executive Director of the Adler Aphasia Center,
Ginette Abbanat and Karen Castka, Speech
pathologists from the Adler Aphasia Center, Joseph
Amoroso from the NJ Department of Human
Services-Office of Information and Assistance
Services, and Marilyn Certner Smith, co-founder gf
Speaking of Aphasia, LLC. The NAA was an
exhibitor at the event which drew over 60 people ¢n
Saturday morning.

Congratulations to the University of Michigan Aphasia Program vhich celebratedits 60" Anniversary with
many events around Michigan including a Gala Benefit areksang of the movie “The Way Back Home” starri
Julie Harris.

The Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago helda workshop for people with aphasia, their families, anddsen
called “Connections.”

An Aphasia Walk-A Thon was sponsored by the Aphasia Advocacy Fadation and was heldin
Manchester, NH.

The Long Island University, C.W. Post Campus, kicked oftheir Aphasia Center Summer Program In June
is six weeks of socialization, education and communicatiopdople with aphasia and co-survivors. NAA
Executive Director, Ellayne Ganzfried, was invited to waleahe attendees at th& session.

The California Aphasia Center hada 3-mile “Walk to Talk” benefit in Oakland California. Peoplere invited
to Run/Walk/Roll around Oakland’s Lake Merritt.

Southern Ontario, Canada celebratedAphasia Awareness Month with many events around Ontario

A New York Regional Aphasia Conference “A New Beginning” was He in June and sponsored by the
International Aphasia Movement, Rehabilitation Departr@sint Vincent’s Hospital, The family of Martin
Bennis, and the New York Aphasia Group.

The 29" Annual Aphasia Luncheon was helcn June 11, 2007 in the Pavilion of the Rusk Institute of
Rehabilitation Medicine. The annual event was sponsorpdrirby the Hospital Auxiliary of the NYU Medical
Center and hosted by Dr. Martha Sarno and the staff &ghech-Language Pathology Department. This yeat
individuals with aphasia and their families/caregivere \uhd received speech therapy services at the Rusk In
in the past attended the luncheon. Two members of thasépommunity Group program, Joel Fields and M
Zamdmer, gave a talk about their experience of living ajthasia.
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The Boston University Aphasia Community Resource Center @argent College sponsorethe “Stroke of
Genius” music and film benefit at the Brattle TheateSee below)

Stroke of Geniusa concert & documentary at The Brattle Theater

The Aphasia Center at Boston University's Sargent Co#ipgasored thiStroke ofGenius'documentary at the
Brattle Theater in Harvard Square/Cambridge, Ma., June Z8N. The film, directed by Bahman Soltani, wor
silver medal at the Park City Music Film Festival. difsinspiring look at how, with love and perseverance, one
man turned his tragedy into blessings for his communityfalnisly and himself.

[al}

The evening was also supported by the National Stroke Asswoc#id the National Aphasia Association.
Here is a review by Jerry Kaplan of the BU Stroke Group:
June 25, 2007

“Stroke of Genius,” an extraordinarily moving evening of musand film, was presented at the Brattle Theater
Cambridge, Massachusetts on June™4Singer/songwriter Marc Black collaborated with creative adtising
executive Dan Mountain on an album of songs. Mr. Mountaiwho sustained a stroke in 2003, lay in a coma o
three weeks. After his family was told there was ity “no hope for meaningful recovery,” he was taken off
life support and sent home to die. That's when he woke up.

I

Over the next weeks and months, Mountain began to utterds and phrases which Black found startling,
mystical, and poetic. He put these words to music ar@résult was “Stroke of Genius.”

In addition, Black contacted his friend, flmmaker Bahman Saiti. Soltani spent time with Mountain and hig
family, and created a documentary, also entitled “Stroke of @i’ which chronicles Mountain’s journey
through stroke recovery.

Marc Black and Mike Esposito performed many of the songs frtme album, in addition to other pieces. The
combination of Black’s music and artistry on the acoustic @it Esposito’s work on the guitar (and a bicycle
wheel!), and Mountain’s lyrics made for a powerful evergn Soltani’s film captures a family’s ,

faith in the midst no hope from the medical communitilountain, himself, is the calm at the center of this
tempest. He presents extraordinary dignity in his struggleegain his physical and verbal skills. And he does
so with humor, spirited resolve, and an inner peace foratdver the future may hold.

“Stroke of Genius” is an extraordinary program. Inspirational ithout being preachy, it is a testament to th
power of hope and the resilience of the human spirit.

14

To see a trailer and hear some of the music go here: http://marcblack/index2.html

The NAA is partnering with Marc Black to have atidaal Tour of Stroke of Genius. We
are seeking support from individuals, aphasia gspupiversities, etc all around the countr
who would like to have Marc perform his incrediglengs and screen this ground-breaking
movie. We need you to provide a venue and/or Ilsgpport. Please contact the NAA at
(800) 922-4622 or naa@aphasia.trgearn more about how to participate.
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Aphasia is featured in June"@dition of The ASHA Leader. There were several agioddated to
aphasia in The Leader including one by NAA Advisory Council mepbada Carozza, and one written b
NAA Executive Director, Ellayne Ganzfried which highlight&AA President, Barbara Martin’s heartfelt

story. The transcript of the article follows:
Barbara Martin: Living Well With Aphasia i
by Ellayne S. Ganzfried @

More than a million Americans have aphasia and approglyna0% of the more than 750,000 America
who suffer a stroke each year will experience aphasigitedbese numbers, aphasia typically is not
recognized or understood—even by some health professionals—compoundenpgsating consequence
Too often people with aphasia are discharged from a hosjpitaluvknowing their condition has a name o
that they can improve with time, speech-language treatm@ediyr community support.

The National Aphasia Association (NAA), celebrating¥ anniversary, works to dispel the lack of @
awareness that typically surrounds aphasia. An extraordirangpte of the successful treatment NAA -
promotes is NAA President Barbara Martin, who embodiesdheepts of hope, survival, and passion. In @
1984, at the age of 45, she suffered a stroke while on a feaagtion in Greece; she spent one month in
acute care and three months in Burke Rehabilitation tdspiWhite Plains, N.Y. Martin was extremely @
impaired both physically and communicatively, unable to move hersidgt sit up, or say a word.

Martin credits much of her success in recovering comeatinin skills to speech-language pathologist
Mary Wagner, who worked with her at Burke and continued thsegve times each week at home for twg
years. (It is important to note that in those years, imegraoverage for speech-language treatment may n
have been more comprehensive.) @

Martin progressed slowly but persevered. She drew motivatomtier husband, Dan, her three childrer@
and the many friends who supported her throughout recovery and wihwuedio do so today. Only five
months after the stroke, Martin challenged herself hyetirag into Manhattan alone to meet friends for @
lunch and a visit to the Metropolitan Museum of Art. To hedpigate the trip, she carried a card listing h
destination and explaining her impairment. Further testaito Martin’s spirit was her return to work as ae@
high school teacher two and a half years after the stBliearranged a manageable schedule, teaching tfo
English and drama classes for the next 13 years.

Eighteen years ago, along with a friend who also had aphaaitin founded an aphasia support group ﬂ
Burke Rehabilitation Hospital, where she received her @halilitation. She continues to facilitate this
weekly group. According to Martin, the 15 participants “give menash as | give them.” She also leads a
book group at the King Street Nursing Home in Westchestérisaiaking a global politics class at New @
York University. Not bad for a person who was told she would repeak again!

A

NAA was fortunate to meet Martin about 12 years ago and rezeolgher enthusiasm and skills. Martin @
joined the Board of Directors and chaired NAA's most imporflantiraising event. She has been honored
for her dedication and commitment to NAA and the aphasia contyn ]

Last year Martin became president of the NAA and thecistson has thrived under her leadership. Shﬁ
speaks about aphasia at every opportunity, and she and her husbsinohgradvocates. Her ideal is to
have weekly support groups in communities all over the countryisStleo seeking a national spokesperse
for the NAA who will help raise awareness of the disoat® enable many more people with aphasia to @
lead happier, healthier, and more fulfilling lives. Barbliatin e xemplifies “living well with aphasia.”
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A new resource in now available to help people who have hattokes improve with the help of
technology. Learn from Joan Green- a speech-language pathologist aNé\A State Representative
with over 20 years of experience using technology to help adsiivho have aphasia and other
communication and cognitive challenges. Chapters in this 400 pagemprehensive practical
reference tool were peer reviewed by over 40 neuropsychologisspeech-language pathologists,
occupational therapists, and assistive technology specialists
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Technology for Communication and Cognitive Treatment: The Clinician's Guide was just released! It highlights products and
techniques that will help improve communication, learning, thinking and remembering. Information is included about specialized
multi-sensory software , free interactive websites, a variety of technology tools and tips for the selection and customization of
resources. Products that are included offer features such as voice recognition, text-to-speech, word prediction, study and
organizational guidance, and drill and practice customized exercises. This valuable resource is now available and can be ordered
at www.ittsguides.com for $89.95.
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The Clinician's Guide is organized in a way to help a wide variety of rehabilitation and wellness professionals as well as other
family members as they help people with communication and cognitive challenges. This guide outlines a revolutionary approach to
enhance treatment outcomes It is written to help all of us who are busy efficiently locate the most pertinentinformation. "Top
picks" are presented based on settings (i.e. school, hospital, long-term care) as well as the communication areas being addressed
(reading, writing, talking, listening and cognition and memory.) There are also many online resources grouped by profession
(speech-language pathologists, occupational therapists, teachers, neuropsychologists, assistive technology specialists) as well as
diagnosis (stroke, head injury, learning disabilities, autism, dementia.). Many resources which are described are free. No prior
computer experiences is needed to benefit from the information. There is anindex of products (256) and vendors (163) for quick
access to the information you need most.
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Free shipping is offered to those who type in"free shipping" as a coupon code by the end of July. Testimonials, the Table of
Contents and sample chapters can be found at www.ittsguides.com.
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NEW APHASIA BUTTONS—- $3.00 EACH OR 2/$5.00

TO ORDER.
CONTACT NAA AT
NAA@APHASIA.ORG OR (800) 922-4622
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GoodSearch.com is a new search engine that donates ad revenue, about a penny per search, to the charity its users
designate. Use it just like any search engine, and it's powered by Yahoo!, so you get the same great results.
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SPEAKING OUT 2008 to be held June 19-21, 2008 at New York University. Stay tuned for program information and registration
details. Call the NAA office at (800 ) 922-4622 for more information.
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Welcome to NAA New Board Member,Phyllis Putter Bara  sch. We are thrilled to have Phyllis join the Board. She brings
extensive expertise as both a speech-language pathologist and a business/financial consultant.

Look for Caucus NJ with Steve Adubato to present "F amilies in Focus:Aphasia Parts 1 and 2"  airing between July and

September on East Coast affiliate networks. Click on the link to view schedule. Featured participants are NAA President,
Barbara Martin, Mike and Elaine Adler, Karen Tucker and Ginette Abbanat from the Adler Aphasia Center, Shirley Morganstein
of Speaking of Aphasia, LLC and Dr. Ronald Lazar-Professor of Clinical Neuropsychology for the Neurological Institute at

Columbia University.  #$$%%%& '& $ '$ ( &
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