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 Happy Spring!  This month we held our Spring Benefit which received rave 

reviews! It was a memorable event for all those participated. Many thanks to all 

those involved in making this such a huge success! 

 Speaking Out! 2008 is almost here-Registration and housing information is 

available on line. You wonôt want to miss this exceptional education and network-

ing opportunity. We expect record attendance this year so register before May 15th 

to take advantage of Early Bird discounts. 

 We are excited about our collaboration with StoryCorps which is the largest 

oral history project of its kind. It will allow people with aphasia to record a conver-

sation and ñtell their storyò to share with family, friends and the public. It is a 

unique way to increase awareness of aphasia! The StoryCorps booth is permanently 

available in Manhattan but there are mobile booths that travel around 

the country so that everyone can participate. I had the incredible experi-

ence of recording my story in a conversation with NAA Executive Direc-

tor, Ellayne Ganzfried. I encourage everyone to make an appointment! 

 June is Aphasia Awareness Month We hope to get congress to pass 

the proclamation this year. We have sample proclamations on our web-

site so that you can contact your local representatives and get them to 

make June Aphasia Awareness Month in your city/state. We hope to 

have NAA Happy Hours in at least 10 states this year- please consider 

having one in your state! 

 As always-we appreciate your generosity and support. We could not 

continue to achieve our mission and goals without it! We look forward to 

hearing from you and raising awareness of aphasia together! 
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Best Regards, 

Barbara C. Martin 

http://www.aphasia.org
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 WE RECEIVED THIS EMA IL IN  

RESPONSE TO OUR MARCH NEWSLETTER 
 

Thank you for your newsletter. I enjoy reading it every month. My mother is 86 

(sheôll be 87 next month) and had a stroke last August. Her aphasia seems even 

more severe than Susan Riddleôs mother. Sometimes I just want to give up trying 

to help her, but articles like this make me realize that I have to keep looking for 

the simple things that might make a difference. Iôm hoping that some day I will 

have a ñbreakthroughò story to share. 
 

I just printed out your form to make a donation. I donôt have a lot to give, but I 

want to do something to help you keep up the great job you are doing. 
 

Sincerely, 

Terrye Hoffman 
Terrye Hoffman 

Strasburg, CO (east of Denver) 

 

 

 

As a follow-up ï we have noticed some improvement after her birthday two weeks 

ago. A lot of my family sent cards, notes, and pictures and I think it gave her a 

huge lift. We are getting some words now, and sometimes can get the context of 

what she is saying, which allows us to respond to her. It may be a short conversa-

tion, but after all these months any conversation is a joy! 

 

Thank you so much for all that you do- 

 

Terrye 

 

We got Mail! 

 

 
And here is the latest!
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"Since 2003, almost 30,000 everyday people have 

shared life stories with family and friends in our StoryBooths. 

Each conversation is recorded on a free CD to share, and is pre-

served at the Library of Congress. Millions listen to our broad-

casts on public radio and the web. StoryCorps is the largest oral 

history project of its kind.ò 

 

Everybody's story matters. Every life counts. 
 

ñThe heart of StoryCorps is the conversation between two people who are important to each 

other. You can talk about anything that matters to you. By helping people to stop, listen and 

connect with each other, the StoryCorps experience is powerful and sometimes even life 

changing.ò 
 

The National Aphasia Association and StoryCorps invite you to come and share your stories. 

Record a conversation for yourself as individuals, your families, community and for history. 
 

You can call Veronica Ordaz, NYC Community Outreach Senior Coordinator at 

646.723.7020 ext 13 or at vordaz@storycorps.net to learn more and schedule an appointment 

or contact Ellayne Ganzfried at Ganzfried@apasia.org 

The StoryCorps Booth is located in Manhattan and Nashville, TN with opportunities  

available in other cities/ states through the Mobile Booth Tours. 
 

Upcoming Mobile Booth Dates: 
 

       April 17-May 10 Georgetown, DE 

             Sacramento, CA 
 

       May 15-June 17  Boise, ID 

             Cincinnati, OH 
 

To read more about StoryCorps and the new book, Listening Is An Act of Love, go to 

www.storycorps.net. 

See page 4...for emails and attachment we received from Veronica Ordaz at StoryCorps. It 
details how fulfilling the experience was for one woman with aphasia. 

 

mailto:vordaz@storycorps.net
mailto:Ganzfried@apasia.org
http://www.storycorps.net/
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Hi Ellayne:  
 

Recently, we asked StoryCorps alumni to take a moment today to write to AT&T, our corporate sponsor, 

and thank them for their support of StoryCorps. And if they had time, tell them what StoryCorps means to 

them. I wanted to share this note sent from a participant with aphasia with you. 
 

Best, 

Veronica Ordaz 
Senior Outreach Coordinator StoryCorps  

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Dear Ms. Ordaz, 

I am honored to have you ask me to contribute further regarding my experience with StoryCorps. I have no 

problem with your sharing my story with the National Aphasia Association. As a recreation therapist at The 

Keteri Residence, a long term and sub acute rehabilitation residential center in Manhattan, I have sent sev-

eral family members to that organization so they could find resources to help them adapt to the changes in 

their loved ones. 

Please continue doing what you are doing for all of us. And, please let me know the outcome of the grant 

continuation from AT&T. 

In grace,  Margie Ann Stanko ñRecreation Therapist  

Subject: The Importance of Being Earnest 

 As a woman who was brought to the StoryCorps booth in Grand Central Station by an acquaintance who 

felt my story needed to be heard, I must take the time now to let you know how vital that experience has been in 

my life.  
 

 StoryCorps is not simply picking up a microphone and talking into it. There is a dignity given to every word 

shared, every emotion experienced, every experience examined through the art of telling, hearing, and listening. 
 

 Words for myself are beloved. Not just because of their necessity to communicate, but because of my per-

sonal experiences with language and loss. I sustained a serious head injury in 1994 and suffer from aphasia. Af-

ter years of speech and cognitive therapies, I can speak without hesitation most of the time. Yet, the struggles to 

regain the connection between my thoughts and my tongue will not be forgotten.  
 

 Prior to the injury, I was a writer, published and teaching. After the injury, and to this day, words often feel 

deliberate, with a conscious effort to keep the tuning functional. My experience in the StoryCorps booth was 

quickly forgotten, as my memory easily loses immediate experiences, only to have them reappear at a later time 

slightly skewed. But, if given a verbal or visual cue, the memory returns in all of its glory. And this is part of my 

StoryCorps experience. For, I walked out of the booth, after having been well coached by the woman who in-

vited me to tell a story, and who knew of my language difficulties, with the CD in my pocket. I brought it home 

and put it in a safe place, only to never remember that it was even done. A few years later, while moving back 

into my apartment after the breakup of a long term relationship, the CD fell out of its hiding place. I put it into 

the player and heard my retelling of the story of assumed childhood abandonment and reconnection and was able 

to find hope that all was not lost in my newly lonely place. 
 

 Dave Isay's book about StoryCorps, "Listening is an Act of Love" aptly describes the importance of this 

project. For the power of storytelling is the empathy and connection that the audience discovers within itself for 

the others. Moved to tears or raucous laughter, the experienced is shared and not compared. And that is what 

love is all about. And that is what StoryCorps is all about. And we need as much love as we can get. 

Please continue your support of this project. It allows a unity to the human experience that is so easily lost in 

these days of hustle and bustle. 

Recreational TherapistðSpecializing in Creative Arts Workshops 
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THE NAA ANNUAL SPRIN G BENEFIT A HUGE SUCCESS 

The NAA held its annual 

Spring Benefit on April 

1st at Comix in NYC. 

Those that attended were 

impressed by the new 

venue and the eveningôs 

activities. We were privi-

leged to have renowned 

neurologist and author, 

Dr. Oliver Sacks give an 

inspiring speech about 

aphasia and then were 

treated to a heartwarming performance by the Marc Black Trio from his 

acclaimed ñStroke of Geniusò CD.  
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NAA Group of the Month  
The Triangle Aphasia  

Project (TAP) at  

WakeMed Rehab  
The Triangle Aphasia Project (TAP) at 

WakeMed Rehab is a comprehensive 

program addressing the immediate 

goals and long term needs of individu-

als with aphasia, their families and the 

community. The mission for TAP was 

developed by individuals with aphasia 

and professionals committed to the ac-

tualization of the Life Participation 

Approach to Aphasia (LPAA; Asha, 

2001). The program began as a small nonprofit organization in June of 2003, providing 

group treatment, support services and individualized home programs across the Re-

search Triangle Park area of 

North Carolina. 
 

 With tremendous growth 

and recognition of many unmet 

needs of this population, TAP 

was ñadoptedò by WakeMed 

Health and Hospitals in the early 

summer of 2007. The much 

needed infrastructure and ad-

ministrative support allowed 

TAP to add an intensive weekly 

program, more specialized 

groups (i.e. Toastmasters, Young 

Personôs, book and movie 

clubs), and expand itôs special 

programming to individuals with Primary Progressive Aphasia and other Frontotempo-

ral Dementias. The cornerstone of the Project continues to be the Individualized (Re)

engagement Plan, a unique program that combines a personalized home treatment plan, 

coaching of Communication Support Teams (CST)©, and a strategic plan for returning 

to life pursuits, without barriers and with adequate supports to stay fully engaged. 
 

Maura English Silverman, MS, CCC/SLP  

Triangle Aphasia Project at WakeMed Rehab  


