Carondelet Aphasia Program

The Carondelet Neurological Institute in Tucson, Arizona, is proud to offer the Carondelet Aphasia Program for individuals living with aphasia. This program provides small group sessions, with trained facilitators, focusing on communication that individuals undertake in everyday life. A variety of different group sessions are offered that allow participants to develop and practice communication techniques in a stimulating, yet accepting, atmosphere. Group offerings include a Communication Strategies group that encourages participants to practice using a variety of modalities for communication (e.g., drawing, writing, gesturing) and a Communication of Daily Living group in which real-life scenarios (e.g., ordering lunch, talking with your doctor) are simulated.  Other groups, ranging from advocacy to music groups, are based on the needs and desires of the participants. In addition, education forums and family support groups are offered. The program meets at Carondelet St. Joseph’s Hospital, 350 N. Wilmot  Road, Tucson, Arizona.

The program runs on Monday and Wednesday mornings from 9:30 am until 12:30 pm. Groups are offered on a 12-week semester basis in the fall and spring.  A short summer semester is also available.  Participants may attend one or two days per week, but a semester commitment is encouraged. 

Prior to participation in the program, new participants are scheduled for a comprehensive evaluation.  Findings from this evaluation are not used to determine acceptance into the program; rather, findings are used to assist participants, loved ones, and clinicians in determining goals together and to help group facilitators plan group activities that accommodate all participants.  The evaluation is conducted at St. Joseph’s Hospital.  The evaluation fee is $160.

Group fees are $30 for each 3-hour session:

1 Once a week:  $360/semester ($120/month) 

2 Twice a week: $720/semester ($240/month)

A limited number of positions are available and are offered on a first-come, first-serve basis. The program is designed to complement other communication services offered in the community.

For further information, please contact Merle Holck, outpatient scheduling coordinator at St. Joseph’s Hospital, at (520) 873-5847.
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