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The National Aphasia Association 
Aǒphaǒsia (uh-fayô-zhuh) n. An impairment of the ability to use or comprehend words, 

usually acquired as a result of a stroke or other brain injury. 
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Letter from the President and Executive Director 

Dear Friends, Supporters, and Members of the Aphasia Community, 

 This year the NAA celebrates its  20th anniversary and we are extremely proud of our accomplishments and 

continue to be committed to working on behalf of people with aphasia and their caregivers. 

 A historic event took place this year when the US Congress approved a resolution declaring June 2007      

National Aphasia Awareness Month by unanimous consent. The resolution describes the cause and effect of  

aphasia and the need to increase public awareness of this silent disability. This was a major step in our advocacy     

efforts on behalf of people with aphasia and their families. 

 Our Annual Benefit was again a highlight and we presented the NAA 2007 Aphasia Advocacy Award to   

Dr. Audrey Holland for her expertise and dedication in the areas of aphasia rehabilitation and research. Several 

states held Happy Hours and Aphasia Awareness Month was celebrated throughout the country with a variety of 

activities. We thank all of you who contributed to these successful events. 

 The Board has been extremely active this year and the NAA underwent  a strategic planning initiative to   

update our goals and provide a vision for the future. Along with this we have added several talented new Board 

members, all of whose lives have connections to aphasia, who will bring new ideas and energy to our mission. 

Our State Representative Network is expanding and strengthens our ability to provide support to the aphasia  

community by providing resources and information to people in their geographic region. We consistently focus 

on increasing the number of Aphasia Community Groups (ACG) as these groups are often the only place for   

people with aphasia to practice their speech in a comfortable environment and feel supported. As insurance     

coverage for speech therapy is reduced, ACGs are more necessary than ever. 

 We have formed a Multicultural Task Force so we can be responsive to the needs of ALL people              

with aphasia and provide linguistically and culturally appropriate resources and services. We have expanded our 

outreach and collaboration efforts in the community and with related organizations. In November the NAA had 

an informational exhibit at the American Speech Language Hearing Association (ASHA) Convention in Boston 

for the 1st time in more than 15 years! We look forward to being represented at many more conferences and 

events across the country. 

 Our website and news bulletin underwent a redesign and the feedback has been extremely positive. There has 

been an increase in hits to the website, subscribers to our bulletin and inquiries to our Response Center. 

 At the end of this year we were fortunate to receive a grant from the Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation 

for a project to train emergency responders in NY, NJ and CT on how to recognize and communicate with people 

with aphasia in emergency situations. We hope that the success of this project will allow us to take the training 

nationwide. 

  We are excited to be moving into our next decade of service and recognize how much more that needs to be 

done to  raise awareness and improve the quality of life for people with aphasia. On behalf of the NAA Board and 

staff, we would like to thank  all of you for your generosity, support and commitment to the people on whose   

behalf we work and who are our reason for being: people with aphasia and their caregivers. We could not do   

anything without you! We hope that you will continue to contribute to the NAA to help further our valuable and 

unique mission. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara C. Martin  Ellayne S. Ganzfried 
Barbara C. Martin    Ellayne S. Ganzfried, M.S., CCC-SLP 

President     Executive Director 
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Our History and Mission  

  This year, the NAA marked its 20th year of promoting public education,          

research, rehabilitation and support services to assist people with aphasia and their 

families. The NAA , a consumer-focused, not-for- profit organization, was founded in 

1987 by Martha Taylor Sarno, MA, MD (hon) as the 1st National Organization    

dedicated to advocating for persons with aphasia and their families. 

  Our mission is to end the devastating consequences of aphasia through        

increasing understanding of the disorder, encouraging the development of community       

resources and advocating on behalf of those, literally, left without a voice. The NAA 

works to reach out to people with aphasia to help them move forward with their lives. 

OUR ONGOING PROGRAMS AND SERVICES INCLUD E: 

ß Website www.aphasia.org  and NAA hotline (800) 922-4622 

ß Registry of Aphasia Community Groups in the U.S. and Internationally 

ß State Representatives Network 

ß Aphasia Awareness Month 

ß Speaking Out! biennial conferences for people with aphasia, caregivers and      

rehabilitation professionals 

 

ß Monthly News Bulletin 

ß Aphasia Bill of Rights 

ß The Aphasia Handbook: A Guide for Stroke and Brain 

Injury Survivors and their Families (American Edition) 

published by the NAA in 2004 and called an ñessential       

resource for people with aphasia and their familiesò by    

neurologist and author, Oliver Sacks, M.D. 

http://www.aphasia.org/
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Highl ights  of  2007 

Each year the NAA takes the lead in furthering the understanding of aphasia 

among people affected by the disorder as well as the general public.  

In addition to maintaining the Response Center, the NAA had several significant 

accomplishments in 2007: 
 

ÝThe NAA received a grant from the Christopher Reeve Foundation for its 

ñAphasia Awareness Training for Emergency Respondersò Project. The NAA will 

train firefighters and EMTs in  NY, NJ and CT on how to recognize and communicate 

with people with aphasia in emergency situations. 

ÝIn the fall of 2007, the NAA formed the Multicultural Task Force to         

enhance the understanding and intervention of aphasia and its consequences in differ-

ent linguistic and sociocultural environments.  

ÝThe US Congress approved a resolution declaring June 2007 National    

Aphasia Awareness Month by unanimous consent. The resolution describes the cause 

and effects of aphasia and the need to increase public awareness of this silent        

disability. These Congressional Resolutions are now part of the Congressional       

Record and can be used as advocacy tools to increase aphasia awareness throughout 

the year.  

ÝThe NAA is raising awareness of aphasia through media 

exposure and press releases. NAA President Barbara Martin, 

who has aphasia, Board member Anna Barrett, MD, and   

Executive Director, Ellayne Ganzfried, were interviewed in 

July for New Jersey Public Television and Radio. A profile 

of Barbara Martin, NAA President, appeared in The ASHA 

Leader, a publication of the American Speech-Language-

Hearing Association (ASHA), in June 2007. The American 

Stroke Associationôs magazine Stroke Connection and the 

National Stroke Associationôs Stroke Smart magazine       

featured material about aphasia from the NAA. 
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Highl ights  of  2007 

Ý The NAA exhibited at ASHAôs annual convention in November 2007 in Boston 

for the 1st time in more than 15 years. The event drew over 12,000 professionals. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ý Redesign of website and news bulletin to a more ñaphasia-friendlyò format 

Ý 2007 Aphasia Advocacy Award presented to Audrey Holland, Ph.D., CCC, BC/

NCD for her dedication  and work in aphasia rehabilitation, as a clinician and as a 

researcher  

 

Ý The homepage of the NAAôs  

website www.aphasia.org received more 

than 400,000 visits which represents a 

more than 30% increase from 2006. 
 

Ý NAAôs email bulletin reaches almost 5,000 subscribers; a more than 20%        

increase in the past year. The bulletin is one of the NAAôs most popular means  

for having the aphasia community ñspeakñ to each other and stay in touch       

with developments of interest to people with aphasia, caregivers and health     

professionals 

 

Ý A national network of 190 volunteers provided information about local support 

groups, rehabilitation and social services. This was a 15% increase 

 from 2006. This network is up-to-date on programs  

 and activities in their state. 
 

http://www.aphasia.org/



