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Treating Intention in Aphasia: Neuroplastic Substrates
We are currently conducting an aphasia treatment study for people who have had a left hemisphere stroke and are having trouble communicating as a consequence.  The treatment aims to improve language functions by maximizing the ability of the brain to re-organize itself after damage.  To assess brain activity changes due to re-organization, participants will undergo functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI).  Those who qualify for the study will attend 3 fMRI sessions, one before treatment starts, a second one immediately after treatment ends, and a last visit 3 months after treatment ends.  The language treatment is done at both Gainesville, FL and Jacksonville, FL sites.  All fMRI scanning sessions will take place at the University of Florida in Gainesville. 

[image: image3.jpg]



The language treatment consists of three weeks of daily sessions (Monday through Friday) lasting 2 to 3 hours each.  There will be three testing sessions as well before, after, and 3 months after treatment.  Participants will receive remuneration for their participation in the study. 
What are the requirements to participate in this study?  
· You must have a diagnosis of stroke and currently experience communication problems

· You must have been right handed prior to your stroke

· You must be a native English speaker

· You must be able to follow simple instructions

· You cannot be claustrophobic (experience anxiety in enclosed spaces) since you must undergo 3 MRI sessions

· You cannot have metal implants (other than dental), a cardiac pacemaker or other metal devices that would prevent you from getting an MRI. 
If you are interested in participating or know someone who might benefit from participation in this study please call the Brain Imaging Rehabilitation & Cognition lab at (352) 376-1611 ext 5395
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