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The etymology of aphasia comes from the prefix /a/ which means lack of and the verb “fasko”[ which means to speak]. In Greece, Greeks commonly use the term aphasia as a word to refer to someone who is “in his own world.” For now, it is a slang word that seems to have the social upper hand in Greece, rather than the more familiar difficulty with expressive (speaking) and receptive (understanding) language which is used in the Western world.

The aphasic support group in Thessalonica was started as a way for people who live with aphasia to find out information, understand the social, psychological and vocational impact that the aphasia may bring. Most importantly the group was established to make everlasting friendships and for all involved. The first meeting was held in the year 2002 at the AHEPA University Hospital by the B’ Department of Neurology. The official organization was established in 2004. It has been hosted by various local hospitals and rehabilitation centers including the Revival Rehabilitation Hospital in Nea Redestos.

The group has since hosted a number of bimonthly events which includes bouzouki music and dancing (bouzouki is a Greek guitar like instrument), Latin dancing (hosting two professional teachers who were Greek national champions), talks from the actual members about vacation trips (e.g., to a zoo) and more recently in November a well-organized holiday day with singing and craft design (Holiday event for 2007-2008). The pictures below are examples of some of these events. The first picture depicts a movie presentation, the second a bouzouki music event and the third is the ceramic craft activity where a member of our group is being helped by a volunteer.

Our group is supported by many speech-language therapy students, professionals, family members of victims and staff. We are forever grateful for there support. For more information about the group please contact the office at Mitropoleos 52, Thessaloniki , Greece 54623.
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